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DISCUSSION a MUST 
fOR CaS CHaNGES

The Student Council of the College of Arts and Science 

has recently announced that it will propose a base level 

of qualifications for the elected positions of president and 

treasurer, restricting eligibility. Dissension and debate 

stirred by the proposal has arisen due to a lack of explana-

tion from the enacting body. Specifically, why require three 

semesters for presidential candidates if two is sufficient for 

candidates for treasurer? The reasoning behind the num-

bers should be explained before the vote happens, so CAS 

student voters can make an informed decision.

Since presidential races occur in April, a first-semester 

freshman who joins the Student Council would be pre-

vented from becoming president until they are a junior. A 

three-semester prerequisite inhibits many from pursuing 

the position, such as those who discover their interests in 

student government later in their NYU careers or those 

whose participation is interrupted by studying abroad. 

As an alternative, we feel that two semesters would be an 

equally adequate level of qualification for the role of presi-

dent.

More generally, adding some requirement for prior in-

volvement will likely be beneficial. Student government 

needs active participants, and this move will fill the more 

demanding positions with more qualified individuals. In ef-

fect, the council is protecting its students by reserving its 

most liable posts for experienced and dedicated individu-

als.

Communication, however, is key. What has been lost in 

the confusion are some important aspects of the proposal. 

For example, students who do not meet the council’s re-

quirements will still be able to petition for a spot on the 

ballot, so the rule is not set in stone. Additionally, the new 

measure has only been approved by the Student Council 

and will soon be voted upon by CAS students in the upcom-

ing election. Their vote will ultimately decide the amend-

ment’s approval. This means that the motion will not af-

fect the approaching elections, and this year’s candidates 

are not subject to the proposed terms. Lastly, president and 

treasurer are the only two positions that will require more 

dedication to procure. Interested students with less prior 

involvement are still eligible to run for other seats.

Rather than incite dismay, the amendment should en-

courage action. Now is the time for students of any school 

to step up and join student government, learn its mechan-

ics and put their voices to good use at weekly meetings. 

The Student Council should be equally proactive. If council 

members want students to sympathize with their cause, 

they must speak clearly with them. •

E-mail the editorial board at editboard@nyunews.com.

Speaking out on torture

STaff EDITORIal

Al: How many of the folks that 
ended up in Bagram “belonged 
there” under the criteria the 
military was following? 

Dc: There’s not really a num-
ber I can put on this; I’ve tried 
to do this in the past. I would 
just say that the vast majority 
of people that were there were 
neither aligned with Al Qaeda or 
the Taliban, and if they were in-
volved on attacks on U.S. troops 
it was merely a matter of Afghan 
nationals not wanting us there. 
Not a case of Taliban or Al Qaeda 
affiliation. 

Al: But this was all being di-
rected? You weren’t just going in 
and interrogating?

Dc: We had direction. Where 
the responsibility lies is, of 
course, Donald Rumsfeld. [He] 
should be held up for it. George 
Bush said he never made any 
decisions concerning the treat-
ment of prisoners up until a 
certain point ... and I thought, 
“That’s bullshit! You’re the one 
that decided they were to be 
called detainees.” And that’s 
where our whole interrogation 
view went from, from his choice 
of wording. 

Al: You went to Guantánamo; 
could you tell us about that?  

Dc: It goes against everything 
I’ve been told we fought for. We 
have to have some kind of high-
er ground. The best thing about 
America is our judicial system. 
If we’re not offering our judicial 
system to these people we’re 
trying to help, supposedly, then 
what are we really fighting for? 
What are we protecting? 

Al: You’ve seen some things. 
If everybody else saw what you 
saw, how would they think about 
this stuff? 

Dc: Torture is a horrible thing. 
It haunts me to this day. I still 
hear screams of prisoners in 
my thoughts. I still have night-
mares every night, thinking 
about these prisoners. It doesn’t 
produce good intelligence — it 
creates terrorism; it creates anti-
American sentiment. There’s 
nothing good that comes out of 
it. And there’s never a ticking 
time-bomb scenario. And even 
if there was, again, we need a 
higher ground. •

Aaron Leonard is a columnist. read the 

full interview at nyunews.com. e-mail 

responses to opinion@nyunews.com.

gence personnel and one terp [in-
terpreter]. Basically, the limits, 
as we understood them from MI, 
were that we could not strike the 
prisoner; besides that, we were 
encouraged to be creative, en-
couraged to use stress positions, 
long terms of sleep deprivation 
... which ... I look at now; the use 
of stress positions and prolonged 
sleep deprivation is torture. 

Al: Could you describe what 
the stress positions are? 

Dc: The most standard stress 
position is to have the prisoner 
kneeling before you, with their 
back straight, hands held up 
over their head, with two sets of 
shackles one on their hands and 
one on their ankles. 

Al: As you went about this, did 
it get more extreme? 

Dc: There were some hard-
core believers there. For the 
most part, most of us, we used 
to joke around a lot, we’d tap on 
the microphone and mimic that 
we were testifying before the 
Senate. We were making jokes; 
we knew how this was going to 
end up. We really disagreed with 
what was going on there. At the 
same time, being in the military 
you have the option of, “Okay, 
I cannot follow an illegal order 
— and that’s the only order I can 
refuse to do.” 

We had JAG [Judge Advocate 
General] come in, and JAG was 
like, “Oh, you can use stress po-
sitions, you can do this, you can 
do that.” The bottom line was 
nobody was willing to put their 
name on it. But they would say, 
“Yeah, it’s perfectly legal for you 
guys to do this.” And we knew, 
we knew it just had “bad” writ-
ten all over it from beginning. 

Al: When you say “hard-core 
believers,” why did folks call 
them that?

Dc: There were definitely peo-
ple at the prison and on the MI 
side that thought we were deal-
ing with the baddest of the bad 
there, and everybody that would 
walk through the doors was 
guilty. The big line of dissent 
among troops was those of us 
who felt the Afghans should be 
qualified under mass protection 
of the Geneva Convention. It was 
specifically the Afghans, not the 
Arab fighters. We didn’t feel it 
was right that we were keeping 
the Afghans under these condi-
tions. 

While there are plans to close 
the Guantánamo Bay prison, 
the Bagram Air Base facility in 
Afghanistan, where 600 prison-
ers are reportedly kept, remains 
open and will likely be expanded 
to hold 1,100 inmates. 

As I wrote on March 10, Bagram 
is not as well-known as Guan-
tánamo but by many accounts 
has been more brutal. Accord-
ing to a New Republic profile in 
2007, Bagram’s tactics routinely 
included “beatings, anal viola-
tion with sharp objects, blows 
to the genitals and ‘peroneal’ 
strikes [sharp blows to the leg 
by someone’s knee].” There were 
also two well-publicized deaths, 
the most notable being that of 
a 22-year-old taxi driver named 
Diliwar. These events and others 
were documented in horrific de-
tail in the 2007 Academy Award-
winning film “Taxi to The Dark 
Side,” by director Alex Gibney. 

As a result of such revelations, 
a number of low-level Bagram 
military interrogators were 
brought up on charges. The U.S. 
Army recommended 27 soldiers 
for prosecution. Of those, only 
four were sentenced to prison 
time of no more than several 
months. Meanwhile those who 
set the policy that lead to ac-
tions in Bagram, Guantánamo 
and Abu Ghraib — Donald Rums-
feld, John Yoo, Gen. Daniel Mc-
Neil, Dick Cheney and George W. 
Bush — have never been called 
to account. 

One of the lower-level Bagram 
interrogators accused and sub-
sequently brought to trial was 
military intelligence officer 
Damien Corsetti. At Bagram, 
Corsetti garnered the nickname 
“King of Torture” and “Monster” 
but was subsequently cleared of 
all charges at trial. He has since 
become a vocal advocate against 
torture and prisoner abuse.

I recently spoke with him by 
phone.

Aaron leonard: Can you 
speak about the interrogations? 
Who was in the room? What 
were you trying to find out? 
What were the limits of inter-
rogation, or what did you under-
stand the limits to be? 

Damien corsetti: Normally, 
it would be two Military Intelli-
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WSN columnist Aaron Leonard talks to Damien Corsetti, former interrogator 
at Bagram prison in Afghanistan. Read the full interview at nyunews.com.


